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“DARKNESS HATH
BLINDED HIS EYES”
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INTRODUCTION1

Light and darkness are not roommates; where one is, the other is
not. Job was forced to “lay [his] hand upon [his] mouth” (Job 40:4)
when, “out of the whirlwind” (Job 38:1), Jehovah cowed him into
silence with a rapid-fire series of questions—the answers to which were
at once both mundane and profound. “Where,” He asked, “is the way
to the dwelling of light? And as for darkness, where is the place
thereof, That thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, And that thou
shouldest discern the paths to the house thereof?” (Job 38:19-20). “God
divided the light from the darkness” (Gen. 1:4); thus, when in the
“house” of the one, we cannot be in the “house” of the other.

What is obvious and inviolable in the physical realm is equally so
in the spiritual realm; yet, herein lies a problem. Christians are people
whom God “called ... out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet.
2:9); but, this sadly does not prevent more than a few of them imagin-
ing that they can comfortably and simultaneously reside in the abodes
of each. The “disciple whom Jesus loved” (Jn. 20:2) preached love and
light, making it clear that their counterparts, hate and darkness, cannot
be cohabiters. Of light and darkness, he said, “And this is the message
which we have heard from him and announce unto you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship
with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth” (1 Jn.
1:5-6). Linking the concepts of love and hate to light and darkness, he
said:
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He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in the
darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in him. But he that
hateth his brother is in the darkness, and walketh in the darkness,
and knoweth not whither he goeth, because the darkness hath
blinded his eyes (1 Jn. 2:9-11).

The implications and consequences of this matter are ponderous. One
who loves his brother is a light dweller; a brother hater conversely is
spiritually a cave dweller. He “walk[s] in the darkness” (1 Jn. 1:6), and
cannot then “have fellowship with [God],” who only “is light” (1 Jn.
1:5). Because he is in darkness, the brother hater exacerbates his sin by
yet claiming fellowship with God. He “lie[s]” and does “not the truth”
(1 Jn. 1:6). Let us then examine this matter of love and light, and hate
and darkness. We will examine our topic under the headings: 1)
context, 2) concepts, 3) interconnection, 4) disjunction, and 5) cause.
One loves his brother because he “abideth in the light”; and, one hates
his brother because “the darkness hath blinded his eyes.”

CONTEXT

We simply affirm that 1 John, along with the Gospel of John, the
other two epistles of John, and Revelation were all written by the
apostle John sometime in the second half of the first century—the last
quarter of the first century, we think.

John’s account of the Gospel and his epistles focus on the historical
Jesus, who was God “manifested in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). The
Revelation focuses on Jesus as “the Living one,” who once “was dead,”
but who now is “alive for evermore, and [has] the keys of death and of
Hades” (Rev. 1:18). He now “walketh in the midst of ” the churches
(Rev. 1:12-13, 20; 2:1, 5). He is a king on a “throne” (Rev. 3:21).

It is a cardinal doctrine of Christianity that the eternal “Word” was
“with God” and “was God” (Jn. 1:1); and that the “the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14). Speaking of the incarnate “Word
of life,” John spoke plainly of His time and space sojourn on planet
Earth—“That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard,
that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we beheld, and our
hands handled, concerning the Word of life” (1 Jn. 1:1). This doctrine
is so fundamental to the faith, that “every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God” (1 Jn. 4:2), and only
“deceivers ... confess not that Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh” (2 Jn.
7).
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For man, whose sure home is the grave and dust (cf. Gen. 3:19;
Heb. 9:27), equally fundamental is the doctrine that life is inherent in
“the Word”; and, that that life “was,” and is “the light of men” (Jn. 1:4).
Indeed the Nazarene is our beacon leading us out of this benighted
world. With infinite lumens, He came into the same world He had
created (Jn. 1:3). “And the light shineth in the darkness; and the
darkness apprehended it not” (Jn. 1:5).

“Apprehend” is from a form of katalambano which is used in a
variety of ways, two of which are: 1) to take hold of with the mind, and
2) to physically seize.2 It is true that then and now, comparatively few
people understand or comprehend, who Jesus is; but, given the overall
context of the Gospel of John, the idea is that Jesus, the “Light,” upon
entering the world, could not be overpowered or squelched by the
darkness. Vincent says:

... apprehended, i.e., grasped or seized, gives the correct idea,
which appears in Joh 12:35, “lest darkness come upon you,” i.e.,
overtake and seize. The word is used in the sense of laying hold
of so as to make one’s own; hence, to take possession of. Used
of obtaining the prize in the games (1 Co 9:24); of attaining
righteousness (Rom 9:30); of a demon taking possession of a
man (Mar 9:18); of the day of the Lord overtaking one as a thief
(1 Th 5:4). Applied to darkness, this idea includes that of
eclipsing or overwhelming ... John’s thought is, that in the
struggle between light and darkness, light was victorious. The
darkness did not appropriate the light and eclipse it.3

The poignant illustration of this is found in an event at the crucifixion.
The gruesome event lasted six hours, three of which saw the land
enshrouded in darkness. “And when the sixth hour was come, there was
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour” (Mk. 15:33). Though
a pitiful cry to the ears of men, Jesus was also paradoxically proclaim-
ing victory over the darkness, when “at the ninth hour [He] cried with
a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted,
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mk. 15:34). “Hast
forsaken” is the aorist form of egkataleipo, which means to leave
behind or abandon.4 It is used here in the aorist form, the preterit or
simple past tense; thus, Jesus cried to the Father: “Why did you forsake
me?” The physical darkness symbolized a spiritual horror that unfolded
in realms unseen to man. God the Father, for the sins of men, forsook
the Son; He purposely made Himself “far from helping” (Ps. 22:1) the
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Saviour. The horror elicited this terrible cry; but, the cry was also
ironically the Light’s victorious declaration that “the darkness
apprehended it not.”

As an aside, albeit an essential one, the doctrine of the incarnation
is not only cardinal, but practical and applicable. Life and light come
as a set. Jesus is the Light, for, “In him was life” (Jn. 1:4). For he who
is a child of God, the practical application of all this is that “Christ ...
is our life” (Col. 3:4). Embracing this truth involves putting “to death”
sins of the flesh and disposition (Col. 3:5-9), and “put[ting] on” things
that are fitting with one’s being “elect, holy and beloved” (Col. 3:12).
The girdle that binds all these things together is “the bond of perfect-
ness” (Col. 3:14). So pervasive is the principle, that Paul commands:
“And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17).

In his Gospel account, John wrote extensively about light and
darkness, and especially the Light’s struggle with and defeat of the
darkness. Of it all, John could say with passion and force: “And he that
hath seen hath borne witness, and his witness is true: and he knoweth
that he saith true, that ye also may believe” (Jn. 19:35). In his epistles,
then, he could say he had heard, seen, handled, touched, and beheld the
“word of life” (1 Jn. 1:1). The Spirit of God chose the ideal man to talk
to us about life and light; and, particularly talk to brethren, his “little
children” (1 Jn. 2:1, et al.), not only about the cardinal doctrine of the
incarnation, but also about light and darkness. Having seen the Lord
triumphantly emerge from the forsaken darkness, the apostle of love
later wrote often about this doctrine and its implications for our lives,
especially the implications concerning our relationship with each other.
One who hates his brother, he says, all the while claiming to walk in the
light is destined to grope and stumble because “darkness hath blinded
his eyes” (1 Jn. 2:11).

CONCEPTS

The text in which our subject is embedded weaves together several
significant concepts. Immediately we have: old commandment, new
commandment; love and hate; light and darkness (1 Jn. 2:9-11). In the
broader context, we have: fellowship—with God and one an-
other—walking in the light; truth; sin, and sin cleansing blood;
confession; forgiveness; advocate; propitiation; commandment and
word keeping; and, the love of God (1 Jn. 1:3-2:5). Altogether, it is
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quite an amazing compendium of concepts that are integral to our
relationship to the “Word of life” (1 Jn. 1:1). Let us work from the
broader to the more specific.

Fellowship

This is the idea of relationship, communion, and joint participation.
Fellowship is first God-ward. It is a state entered when a sinner is by
God “begat ... again” (1 Pet. 1:3, 23; cf. Jn. 3:3-5). It is a relationship
that must perpetually be guarded and maintained; it is conditional. It
can be maintained only by doing “the truth,” and walking in “the light”
(1 Jn. 1:6-7). To do otherwise and claim “fellowship with him” is to
“lie” (1 Jn. 1:6). Christians who are striving to maintain their fellow-
ship with God have “fellowship one with another” (1 Jn. 1:7).

Walking

The life we have in Christ is characterized in many ways, one of
which is “walking.” Nothing gave John greater joy than to hear of his
“children walking in the truth” (3 Jn. 4; 2 Jn. 4), which is equivalent to
“walk[ing] in the light” (1 Jn. 1:7). It accords with Paul’s admonition
that we “walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called” (Eph.
4:1), all of which underlies the fact that Christianity is “the Way” (Acts
24:22).

The Truth, The Word, Commandment, The Love Of God

These are several in a litany of Scriptural designations for that
specific, distinct, body of teaching upon which “the faith” (Ju. 3) is
based. To hear some tell it, there is an incongruity, even antagonism,
between the concepts of love and obedience; yet, according to John,
doing the truth (1 Jn. 1:6), and keeping the word and the command-
ments (1 Jn. 2:5; 2:3) are inextricably linked to love (1 Jn. 2:5).
Examining the books of Scripture the Spirit gave us via John, it is
conspicuous that this man of love spoke dozens of times about the
necessity of commandment-keeping. The fact is, reading The Book
from cover-to-cover one will find that the only way by which he can
show love for God is commandment-keeping.

Sin

“[S]in is lawlessness” (1 Jn. 3:4), the “transgression of the law”
(KJV). Law is logically prior to sin; sin presupposes law. Christians
who say, “we have not sinned ... make him a liar” (1 Jn. 1:10). Man’s
pressing need is to cleansed “from all sin” (1 Jn. 1:7-8). “[W]here there
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is no law, neither is there transgression” (Rom. 4:15). Both before and
after becoming Christians, we lived and live under the law of Christ (cf.
Gal. 6:2).

Sin Cleaning Blood, Confession, Forgiveness, Advocate, Propitiation

John’s subjunctive concern was that his children, Christians, “may
not sin” (1 Jn. 2:1); but, realizing we will always deal with sin, he
allows: “And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous.” Once and for all Jesus was made the
“propitiation” for the sins of all men. Christians who “walk in the
light,” who “confess their sins,” have the promise that God will
“forgive [their] sins” 1 Jn. 1:7, 9). The most precious commodity of all
is “the blood of Jesus his Son,” for by it He “cleanseth us from all sin”
(1 Jn. 1:7).

MORE IMMEDIATE TERMS

Old Commandment, New Commandment

How can a commandment be characterized as “no new ... but an old
... [yet] a new” (1 Jn. 2:7-8)? The apostle is undoubtedly remembering
and quoting the Master’s commandment: “A new commandment I give
unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye
also love one another” (Jn. 13:34). John’s “little children” had heard
this old/new commandment “from the beginning” (1 Jn. 2:7); thus,
John says, the new commandment “is true in him and in you” (1 Jn.
2:8).

The answer lies in the fact that the commandment to “love one
another,” like inviolable monogamous marriage, is as old as the
beginning (cf. Mt. 19:4ff); but, like marriage it was so long neglected
and perverted that to return to the ideal was tantamount to its being
new. It is a ...

[p]aradox, but truth. [It is] old in teaching (as old as the story of
Cain and Abel ... but new in practice ... To walk as Christ
walked is to put in practice the old commandment and so make
it new (ever new and fresh), as love is as old as man and fresh in
every new experience.5

Moses began to codify the already ancient obligation to love.
Quoting Moses, Jesus cited the “great and first commandment” (Mt.
22:38) to “love the Lord thy God” (Mt. 22:37), and “a second ... love
thy neighbor as thyself” (Mt. 22:39). He concludes: “On these two
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commandments the whole law hangeth, and the prophets” (Mt. 22:40).
Paul says that the only legitimate, ongoing, and unpaid debt is “to love
one another,” explaining, “he that loveth his neighbor hath fulfilled the
law” (Rom. 13:8). “For this,” he continued, “Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not covet,
and if there be any other commandment, it is summed up in this word,
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Rom. 13:9). Jesus
brought out, dusted off, and even heightened this ancient obligation,
saying: “[L]ove your enemies” (Mt. 5:44).

Light And Darkness

“Darkness ... consists in error and sin, as it exists outside the
fellowship with God; [and] the light ... consists in truth and holiness, as
it proceeds from Christ, who Himself is the true light.”6

“God is light” (1 Jn. 1:5). More particularly, the eternal Word “was
the true light, even the light which lighteth every man, coming into the
world” (Jn. 1:9). Though “He was in the world,” and “the world was
made through him,” the “world knew him not” (Jn. 1:10). Throughout
the ages, the Maker of all things (cf. Jn. 1:3) was unrecognizable to
men, because whereas He is light, “men loved the darkness rather than
the light; for their works were evil” (Jn. 3:19). So dark, so benighted,
was the world that John would say: “[T]he whole world lieth in the evil
one” (1 Jn. 5:19). Yet, by His incarnation, His accomplished mission
(cf. Jn. 19:30), and the work of the Spirit in impressing “the faith” once
and for all upon this world (cf. Ju. 1:3; Book of Acts; Rom. 5:5; et. al.),
we may now say, “darkness is passing away, and the true light already
shineth” (1 Jn. 2:8).

It is not that darkness has dissipated, rather as John says, it “is
passing away.” The entire Christian Age, the period of Christ’s present
reign, will be characterized by an incessant struggle between light and
darkness. Paul gives a list of prevalent sins that will pervade the “last
days” (2 Tim. 3:1ff); yet, he notes that through it all, the “man of God”
can prevail by God-breathed “scripture” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It is, though,
the case that the die has been cast; darkness lost the battle with the “sun
of righteousness” (cf. Mal. 4:2), and will ultimately give way. The
Lord’s explanation of the “Parable of the Wheat and the Tares”
emphasizes this very point:

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather
out of his kingdom all things that cause stumbling, and them that
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do iniquity, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there
shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He that hath ears, let him hear (Mt. 13:41-43).

Rallied by this knowledge, this precious guarantee of victory, the child
of God is nonetheless sobered by the reality that in the meantime there
is a war—light versus darkness—and, there yet remains a long hard
slog. Speaking of the already shining light, perhaps Robertson sums it
up best, saying:

Is passing away [is a form of an] old verb, to lead by, to go by ...
as in Matt. 20:30. Night does pass by even if slowly. See this
verb in verse 17 of the world passing by like a procession. [In
contrast, there is the true light which is] genuine, reliable, no
false flicker. Already shineth [is] linear present active, “is
already shining” and the darkness is already passing by. Dawn
is here. Is John thinking of the second coming of Christ or of the
victory of truth over error, of light over darkness (cf. Joh 1:5-9),
the slow but sure victory of Christ over Satan as shown in the
Apocalypse?7

We suggest that each of these is an integral element of the beautifully
bolstering doctrine of the already shining light defeating the passing
away darkness. This then brings us to John’s application of all these
concepts.

Love And Hate

A light dweller “loveth his brother” (1 Jn. 2:10), but he who “hateth
his brother is in the darkness” (1 Jn. 2:11). “Loveth” is a verb form of
agape. This is the love based on value, will and choice. It impels one
to do what is the absolute best for the object of his love; in this case, a
person, a brother. Agape is fiercely loyal and devoted. It includes
sentiment and feeling, but goes far beyond either. Agape does not “let
us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth”
(1 Jn. 3:18). In James Bradley’s book, Flags of Our Fathers, he
describes the process by which thousands of young Marines were
trained for the Iwo Jima invasion. The force was comprised of men
from all over, who, in normal walks of life, would have had nothing in
common. Before it was over, these men were driven by what can only
be called “love.”

The boys of Spearhead had been expertly trained for ten months.
They were proficient in the techniques of war. But more



164 “Darkness Hath Blinded His Eyes”

important, they were a team, ready to fight for one another.
These boys were bonded by feelings stronger than they would
have for any other humans in their life.8

Bradley pegs the meaning of agape.
“Hateth” is a verb form of misein. It is adapted as a prefix to some

English words like “misogamy,” hatred of marriage. Misein in the
broadest sense is the absence of agape. Evil, it has been said, is “Good
messed up”; and, so, we may say, “Hate is love messed up.” As it
applies to one’s brother, hate manifests itself in many ways ranging
from ignorance, apathy, selfishness, cowardice, all the way to open
contempt and a desire to hurt.

In our text, the object of either love or hate is a “brother.” We grant
that the context rules in favor of this being a brother in Christ, but note
that this does not exclude application to our fellow man. Only a brother
lover can rightly claim light as his abode; but, a brother hater stumbles
in darkness because the darkness has blinded him. Indeed, the darkness
has so blinded him that he may say “he is in the light,” when in reality
he “is in the darkness even until now” (1 Jn. 2:9).

It is important, too, to notice that light is logically prior to love, and
darkness logically prior to hate. Those who love do so because of their
love of and allegiance to the light; those who hate do so because they
are otherwise dabbling in and are influenced by the darkness.

INTERCONNECTION

Having considered the meaning of several concepts, it is good to
note how these concepts are related.

Some people, even some who are ostensibly Christians, just do not
like to hear talk about obedience and commandment keeping. Such is
their ignorance and aversion that they go so far as to pit these concepts
against grace and love. Our text, though, makes it plain that such a
bifurcation is absurd on the surface.

Limiting ourselves to the epistles of John, let us consider several
general facts:

• Thirteen times John uses various forms of the word command-
ment (1 Jn. 2:3-4, 7-8; 3:22-24; 4:21; 5:2-3; 2 Jn. 1:4-6).

• At least six times he makes mention of the word (1 Jn. 1:1; 2:7,
14).
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• Three times he uses the word teaching (2 Jn. 1:9-10; “doctrine,”
KJV).

• Twice speaks of the will of God (1 Jn. 2:17).

• Upwards of ten times he speaks of the truth (1 Jn. 1:6, 8; 2:4, 21;
3:19; 5:7; 2 Jn. 1; 3 Jn. 4, 8, 12).

• Five times the apostle says we are to keep commandments,
and/or the word (1 Jn. 2:3-5; 3:22, 24; 5:3, 18).

• Just as he several times speaks of our abiding in God and Jesus,
so he speaks of our abiding “in Him (God),” “the Son,” “the
light,” “love,” and “the teaching of Christ” (1 Jn. 2:6, 10, 24;
4:16; 2 Jn. 9-10).

For added measure, we are, he says, to do “the will of God,” and “the
truth” (1 Jn. 2:17; 1:6), in which, he also says we are to walk (2 Jn. 4,
6; 3 Jn. 3-4).

What must not be missed is that “love one another” (cf. 1 Jn. 3:11;
4:7, 11-12) is a commandment. It is in the Word. It is the will of God.
It is a part of the teaching of Christ; it is the Truth. This passage gives
the lie to the man-made “wall of separation” between grace and love,
and keeping, obeying, and doing God’s commandments, word, and
will. It also gives the lie to the generally unspoken, yet implied, belief
that doctrine and commandments are limited to things like the plan of
salvation, church organization, acts of worship, and so on. People who
disobey, or otherwise give short shrift to the commandment to “love
one another” are people who “transgresseth” (2 Jn. 9, KJV). They
compound their sin by claiming to be in “the light.” One who claims to
know God while failing to obey His commandment to love his brother
is a “liar” (1 Jn. 2:4).

DISJUNCTION

As darkness is to light (and vice versa), so is hate to love (and vice
versa). As noted, to claim fellowship with God, who is “light,” all the
while walking in darkness is a horrible lie. Where light is, there can be
“no darkness at all” (1 Jn. 1:5). Absence of one implies the presence of
the other; and, the presence of one implies the other is absent.

Light is the purview of love; and, darkness the purview of hate. The
absence of one implies the presence of the other; and, the presence of
one implies the absence of the other. In other words, if one does not
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love his brother, then hate is present. It is a short leap from ambiva-
lence toward a brother to contempt and open hostility.

CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCE

A light dweller loves his brother and “there is no occasion of
stumbling in him” (1 Jn. 2:10). When one lives out in the light, out in
the open, when his words and motives are clear and for all to see, when
his conduct is honorable; then, that is a person who will not meet
himself coming, or have to equivocate or explain away any of his
actions. Light causes one to love; and, the combination of light and
love make for a sure and steady life.

One who “hateth his brother” (1 Jn. 2:9) is in the darkness, and he
does not know “whither he goeth, because the darkness hath blinded his
eyes” (1 Jn. 2:11). Darkness is the cause of hate; and, hate results in
one’s lack of sure direction, even to the point of irrationality. “How,”
we often ask, “do otherwise bright people convince themselves that
prohibitions against slander, evil surmising, malice, and so on do not
apply to themselves?” They are blinded by forces of darkness. Why
were some of the Christians in Corinth openly joining parties and
pledging allegiance to men? They were “walk[ing] after the manner of
men” (1 Cor. 3:3). Your writer was once given a copy of a portion of
a “blog” in which a person to whom he has not spoken in years was
affirming all sorts of actions and motives. Each was/is untrue. Reading
the less than flattering description, your writer wondered, and wonders:
“What would he have written if he just admitted that he hates me?”

CONCLUSION

How does one keep, do, abide, and walk in the commandments,
will of God, the teaching of Christ, and the Truth in regard to loving
one’s brother? It is typical when it comes to the topic of love to hear
people: 1) speak in indefinite sentimental terms, or 2) go into a it does
not mean “X” mode. A great, and late, Gospel preacher and teacher
once lamented at how expert we have become in explaining what things
do not mean and never get around to explaining what they do mean and
how they apply.

What shall we conclude relative to the meaning and application of
the “new commandment” to “love one another,” and the Lord’s
affirmation, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another” (Jn. 13:34-35)? To hear some tell it, two
people speaking the name of Jesus and embracing one another must be
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Christians; but, others are only slightly more helpful. Surely obeying,
keeping, an imperative of the Savior cannot be that elusive. Inspira-
tion’s description of the “most excellent way” (1 Cor. 12:31; 13:4-7)
can serve as a most excellent self-examination.

Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth
not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account of evil;
rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth with the truth;
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en-
dureth all things (1 Cor. 13:4-7).

These are not ambiguous terms. “God is love; and he that abideth in
love abideth in God” (1 Jn. 4:16). We are to be “imitators of God”
(Eph. 5:1). In the 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 above, replace the word “love”
with “I,” and affirm: 1) I suffer long, 2) I do not envy, 3) I do not vaunt
myself, 4) I am not puffed up, 5) I do not behave myself unseemly, 6)
I do not seek my own, 7) I am not provoked, 8) I do not take account
of evil, 9) I do not rejoice in unrighteousness, 10) I rejoice with the
truth, 11) I bear all things, 12) I believe all things—i.e., I think the best
of people unless they compel me to think otherwise, 13) I hope all
things and, 14) I endure all things.9 If each of these is not generally
true, or you are not working hard to make each true, then you are not
keeping the commandments of Jesus. If you refuse or fail to keep the
commandments of Jesus, you do not “love” Him (cf. Jn. 14:15). The
consequences of this disobedience are clear: “If any man loveth not the
Lord, let him be anathema. Maranatha” (1 Cor. 16:22). “Maran-
atha”—O, Lord come—is only a meaningful cry for one who “abideth
in the light” (1 Jn. 2:10). A light dweller is one that “loveth his
brother.” A non-lover of his brother is destined to stumble and grope.
He is yet in darkness, and the darkness has blinded his eyes.
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3 Marvin R. Vincent, Vincent’s Word Studies, (E-Sword, Version 9.0.2), Jn.
1:5.
4 Ibid., 166.
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5 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, (Nashville, TN:
Broadman Press, 1933), VI., 211.
6 H.A.W. Meyer, Meyer’s Commentary on the New Testament, (Peabody, MA:
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1983), X, 509.
7 Ibid., 212.
8 James Bradley, Flags of Our Fathers, (New York, NY: Bantam Books,
2001), 120.
9 I believe I first saw this arrangement in a book by G. Campbell Morgan.
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